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Patna: Visitors, especially children,
are up for a treatas the stateenviron-
ment, forest and climate change de-
partment has been exploring the
possibility of restarting the defunct
toy train at Sanjay Gandhi Biologi-
cal Park, commonly known as Patna
200. The joy ride had come to a halt
after an engine broke down in 2014.
The department has decided to
give the responsibility of resuming
the toy train service at the zoo to the
East Central Railway (ECR). A sur-
vey will be conducted by theenginee-
ring team of ECR to check the condi-

JOY RIDE

Govt bid to resume toy train
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service at zoo
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The toy train service at Patna zoo had been suspended in 2014

tion of the track. A decision in this
regard was taken at a meeting of
principal chief conservator of forest
(development) C P Khanduja with
Patna zoo and senior ECR officials
on Wednesday.

Surendra Singh, director of ecolo-
gy, said the railways would carry out
the survey on toy train soon. “As it is
related to public transportation, we
have to take engineering, securityand
safety parameters into account. We
want the railways to take up the pro-

ject of resumption of toy train servi-
ce. Earlier also, the toy train was ma-
intained by therailways,” headded.
Singh said depending on the con-
dition of the track, the team will de-
cide whether it will be repaired or
new track will be laid. “For repair
and maintenance work, about Rs 2-3
crore will be spent. The existing
track is of wood sleeper, which is
outdated. The other proposal is to
construct a new track by following
the new guidelines of Central Zoo

Authority of India. The new track, if
needed, will be laid behind the ani-
mal enclosures, so that the inmates
do not face any trouble. The estima-
ted cost for this project will be Rs 12-
15 crore,” headded.

The 3.5 km-long toy train track
has narrow gauge and wooden sjee-
per, which need to be replaced with
new technology. “The existing track
passes through animal enclogyres
two lakes and botanical area,” ay; of-
ficial said. :
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